Ohio Senate Priority Bills
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DRUG LAWS (Sen. Frank LaRose) To increase penalties for drug trafficking violations,
drug possession violations, and aggravated funding of drug trafficking when the drug
involved in the offense is a fentanyl-related compound, to revise the manner of
determining sentence for certain violations of the offense of permitting drug abuse, and to
add lisdexamfetamine to the list of schedule II controlled substances.
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIONS LAWS (Sen. Cliff Hite) To revise specified laws
relating to environmental protection.
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT (Sen. Bill Beagle, Sen. Troy Balderson) To revise the
laws governing the state's workforce development system, programs that may be offered
by primary and secondary schools, certificates of qualification for employment, and the
Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities Agency, and to designate the first week of May
as In-Demand Jobs Week.
RECORDS EXPUNGEMENT (Sen. Stephanie Kunze, Sen. Scott Oelslager) To allow a
person who is found not guilty of an offense or who is the defendant named in a dismissed
criminal charge to apply for a court order to expunge the person's official records in the
case if the charge or not guilty finding was the result of the applicant having been a human
trafficking victim, to allow a person convicted of certain prostitution-related offenses to
apply for the expungement of the conviction record of any offense, other than a specified
disqualifying offense, the person's participation in which was a result of having been a
human trafficking victim, and to allow intervention in lieu of conviction for persons charged
with committing an offense while a victim of compelling prostitution.
INCREASING INCOME TAX DEDUCTIONS (Sen. Jay Hottinger, Sen. John Eklund) To
increase the maximum income tax deduction for contributions to college savings accounts
and disability expense savings accounts to $10,000 annually for each beneficiary, to
create the Joint Committee on Ohio College Affordability, and to declare an emergency.
OHIO BRIDGE PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM (Sen. Frank Hoagland) To extend the Ohio
Bridge Partnership Program through the end of fiscal year 2019 and to require the Director
of Transportation to submit a report to the Governor, Senate, and House of
Representatives recommending ways to continue to fund the program.
PROTECTION ORDER VIOLATIONS (Sen. Kevin Bacon, Sen. Gayle Manning) To
provide that service of a protection order or consent agreement upon a person is not
necessary for the person to be convicted of the offense of violating a protection order if the
person had actual notice of the order or agreement and the person recklessly violated its
terms.
SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE AND TECHNOLOGY (Sen. Randy Gardner, Sen. Louis
Terhar) To require the Ohio School Facilities Commission to establish a program assisting
school districts in purchasing technology and making physical alterations to improve
technology infrastructure and school safety and security.
AUGUST TAX HOLIDAY (Sen. Kevin Bacon) To provide for a three-day sales tax
"holiday" in August 2017 during which sales of clothing and school supplies are exempt
from sales and use taxes.
PRIMARY ELECTION REQUIREMENTS (Sen. Frank LaRose) To expand the
circumstances under which a board of elections or the secretary of state is not required to
hold a primary election.

