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The Ohio Manufacturers’ Association Announces 

Opposition to Energy Efficiency Overhaul Bill 
 

Too many unjustified benefits for utilities, inadequate protections for Ohio manufacturers  
 
[Columbus]: The Ohio Manufacturers’ Association (OMA) announced today its opposition to 

Substitute Senate Bill 58 (SB 58), the recently introduced legislative proposal that seeks to 

overhaul Ohio’s energy efficiency program. 

 

“SB 58 represents an extensive rewrite of state energy policy that will have the effect of 

increasing electricity costs for Ohio manufacturers while over-compensating utilities, now and 

into the future,” said OMA President Eric Burkland. “In its current form, the bill contains too 

many unjustified benefits for utilities and insufficient protections for manufacturers for whom 

energy costs are a major competitiveness issue.” 

 

Within the last year, the OMA has commissioned two separate studies to analyze and quantify 

the to-date and projected impact of Ohio’s energy efficiency standards on the state’s electricity 

consumers. Both analyses document that the standards are working to drive down electricity 

costs. 

 Analysis conducted by the American Council for an Energy Efficiency Economy found 

that continuation of Ohio’s energy efficiency standards and program through 2020 will 

yield direct and indirect savings of almost $5.57 billion in avoided energy expenditures 

and reduced wholesale energy and capacity prices for customers statewide. 

 Subsequent cost-benefit analysis conducted by Go Sustainable Energy, LLC, showed 

that price mitigation benefits of Ohio’s energy efficiency standards and program 

outweigh the energy rider costs for all sizes of manufacturers (small, medium and very 

large companies) in all four electric utility service territories – whether the customers 

participate in the energy efficiency program or not. 

 

The OMA acknowledges that current state energy policy has room for improvement. For 

example, the aforementioned studies noted that large electricity users are more vulnerable to 

the cost and volatility of energy efficiency riders. The OMA is working to develop specific 

legislative language to address this issue and others. 

 

“The OMA supports policy solutions that produce an affordable, sustainable and reliable energy 

environment,” Burkland said. “Energy efficiency is a low-cost strategy for constraining 

manufacturers’ electricity costs and helping to mitigate price volatility in a competitive 

marketplace where electricity prices are set by auction rather than through regulation.” 



“Energy policy is a critical issue that directly impacts manufacturing competitiveness. The OMA 

is committed to working with the bill’s sponsor, Senator Bill Seitz (R-Cincinnati), members of the 

Senate Public Utilities Committee, and other state policymakers to identify viable solutions to 

ensure appropriate financial protection for Ohio manufacturers while preserving and improving 

an energy policy environment in Ohio that assures long-term affordability of and accessibility to 

energy resources,” said Burkland.  

 

The OMA’s overview of SB 58 can be found here.   

 

#     #     # 

 

The mission of The Ohio Manufacturers’ Association is to protect and grow manufacturing in 
Ohio.  

http://www.ohiomfg.com/wp-content/uploads/SB_58_Executive_Briefing_10-9-13_w_JS-KB_edits.pdf

